
OUT of the DROUGHT
How recent rain from winter storms has brought relief to California wildlife and habitat.
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Bone dry. In essence, the phrase serves as 
a reminder that water is life. Without it, 

elements left behind are parched, lifeless, dust, 
bone. Droughts have a measurable effect on 
the lives of people who live in affected areas, as 
well as many wildlife species.

California has been experiencing an extreme 
level of drought in recent years, according to 
data from the National Integrated Drought 
Information System (NIDIS), an effort led 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA). 

https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/california
https://www.drought.gov/drought/
https://www.drought.gov/drought/
https://www.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/


The California Department of Water Resources 
(CDWR) explains in a statement on their website 

that drought can have significant impacts on public 
health, safety, the economy, and the environment. 

Recent rains and snow in California have brought a 
much-needed relief to the drought situation. A Sierra 
Nevada snow pack survey conducted in February, 
which determines how much water the melted snow 
will yield to the state, has shown current conditions 
indicate levels are above their average for this time 
of year. 

A report issued by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) states that drought affects 
nearly all animals in the state, and, even though 
most are generally acclimated to dry conditions, 
extended periods without sufficient water can 
imperil sustainability. Some of the species impacted 
by these excessive droughts are listed as threatened 
or endangered like Southern California Steelhead, 
Amargosa Voles, and Sierra Nevada Yellow-legged 
Frogs.

RELIEF

https://water.ca.gov/
https://water.ca.gov/Water-Basics/Drought
https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2019/February/Latest-Snow-Survey-Finds-Water-Rich-Snowpack
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=118299&inline
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/Coastal
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/Amargosa-Basin
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/Sierra-Nevada-Yellow-legged-Frog
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/Sierra-Nevada-Yellow-legged-Frog


T he CDFW has created a variety of programs and 
projects in response to drought related pressures. 

The CDFW manages threatened fish like the Southern 
California Steelhead and the Unarmored Threespine 
Stickleback, through monitoring, rescues, relocation, 
hatchery improvements, and habitat restoration. For 
terrestrial vertebrate wildlife species dependent on water 
or wetland habitat, the CDFW monitored and analyzed 

358 species, identifying 48 species at high risk, like 
bats and rodents. Actions taken include habitat 
restoraton and working with private landowners to 
ensure safe land management practices. 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/drought
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/drought
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/San-Felipe-Creek
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/San-Felipe-Creek


WILDLIFE IMPACT



The CDFW asked farmers to delay harvest in some areas to 
benefit endangered Tricolored Blackbirds.

The California Wildlife Habitat Relationships (CWHR) program 
was created by the CDFW to gather, store, and share data for 
712 species of mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, and amphibians 
known to live in the state of California. The CWHR staff 
has been able to use the data they have obtained to better 
preserve habitat and protect vulnerable species. 

According to the CDFW, they have done this through actions 
like creating maps that evaluate habitat sustainability and 
by compiling lists of the species that reach priority status for 
conservation. The CWHR has also been able to assist in other 
wildlife conservation efforts including the State Wildlife Action 
Plan (SWAP), the Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool (CHAT), and 
the Areas of Conservation Emphasis (ACE) project.

The agencies monitoring drought conditions in California are 
optimistic about the recent rain and snowfall the state has 
received. Wildflowers are blooming, areas burned by last year’s 
wildfires are rebounding, and lakes and reservoirs are filling 
back up. For now, at least, the California residents and wildlife 
appear to have a bit of relief from the unfavorable drought 
conditions.

RESPONSE

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Drought/Projects/Tricolored-Blackbird
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/data/cwhr
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/drought
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/SWAP
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/SWAP
http://www.wafwachat.org/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/Analysis/ACE
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/144552/a-strong-start-to-sierra-snowpack
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28694
https://www.nps.gov/samo/learn/news/plants-are-re-sprouting-in-the-burned-areas-of-the-santa-monica-mountains.htm
https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2019/February/State-Water-Project-Allocations-Increased-to-35-Percent
https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2019/February/State-Water-Project-Allocations-Increased-to-35-Percent
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