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Along the winding narrow road 
leading into Malibu Creek State 

Park lies a small charred tree, barren of 
leaves and covered in ashy black soot. A 
Red-Tailed Hawk sits regally atop one of 
the larger branches. This hawk is one of 
many birds that has reclaimed its home 
within the interior of the park after 
the destructive Woolsey Fire this past 
November. 

Feathers from the Fire



David Barton, board member and bird walk 
leader for the San Fernando Valley Audubon 

Society, stands patiently at the edge of the parking lot 
waiting for a small group of avid birders to arrive for 
the morning bird walk. On this cold early morning 
he and the other bird enthusiasts will be walking the 
trails of the park looking for birds. A specific element 
of interest for some of the group is how the birds are 
recovering in the habitat since the fire.



Barton mentions he hopes that during the 
recovery process of the habitat the park service 

crews leave some of the older hardwood trees as 
they clear debris. He points out those old trees are, 
“important for cavity nesters like woodpeckers.” He 
says it may be too early to really know how the fire 
will affect the birds and other wildlife long term. 
“Time will tell,” he says.



Moving along through an open field, one 
of the group members excitedly calls out, 

“What was that?” A dark sleek shape flashes 
through the air and comes to rest on top of a 
small tree. The group silently comes to a halt. 
Barton sets up his spotting scope and points 

it in the direction of the shape. “Merlin,” he says. 
“It’s a Merlin.” Group members take turns peering 
through the scope at this small falcon-like bird. 
Two of the members high-five each other, excited 
by the moment. 



Overall, February is usually a slow month when looking for birds, 
says Barton. This particular morning, the group counts a total of 

36 bird species, among them: Northern Flickers, Nanday Parakeets, and 
Hooded Mergansers. The highlight of the day is likely when the group 
gets a glimpse of a second Merlin resting in the middle of a creek.



Group members observe the birds appear 
to be doing well and adapting to the 

dramatically altered habitat. Exactly how 
the changes will truly affect the local wildlife 
remains to be seen. So, as Barton points out 
regarding the recovery, “Time will tell.”

“Time will tell.”


